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A woman's

The paint many seerm to be
missing is that they need
product with “soul”. Tha
analoay | wauld use is a Persian
carpet. A genuine Persian capel
has a fault or two which is
integral to its authenticity, |t is
also the way in which the
craftsrman making the rug e
identified. \VWhy, then, don't
retailers make use of whal is n
their own backyard, ba i1 1o
Anna Fiori or the other handful
of ether logal manufacturers that
ara lett in Austraha to provide
this service? If it is purely price
driven, | say to you, what is lhe
valua of innovation of producT to
yioUr business?

We receive weekly enguiries
from women who wans 1o start
their own labels because they
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are dissatisfied with the
offerings on show and would ke
1 offer the marketolace
something different. These
women have identified the lack
at goul that | am referring to in
Qur mass produced products.
Don't get me wrang: therg 1s a
place for mass praduced progduct,
but if this is what you believe in
then the elusive Colden Fleece
will ba unattainahble

To the women who approach
ws, | see the disappointment in
thair eyes whan we t2ll tham
that unfortunately today it isn't
about how good your concept or
product is, but rather how much
margin can be mrade by retailers
buying the product.

50 where does this leave me? |
was almost quite literally borm on

Same

Pedag Safe Step
* Self adhesive protective scle
* For slippery, non-grip soles

Deena Gel Pad
* Provides cushioning

* Prevents toes sliding forward
In high-heeled shoes

STEP OUT SAFELY
AND IN COMFORT

* Covars the entire forefoot area

We focus on feet & shoes
1300 780 971
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the factory floor and have shoes
in my blood from the mameant of
conception. And although | ama
seientist {| heeded my perents
advice], | cannot Qive up on
shoes and have no delusions
about the business.

| kriowy that as a manutaciurar
the road ahead is tough,
especially as many of the people
skilled in sheamaking are sithar
retired or have found ditferent
farms of employment. Apart
from this, the tew
rmanufacturers feft in Australia
face the challenge of relevance
in the Australian marketplace
But wouldn't it be a pity ifall the
experlise such as thal which my
family has gained over tha WEArS
is just lost? This type of
experience and expertise cannot
be lgarned simply by tollowing a
manuzl on shoemaking as
shoemaking is truly an art. And
thig, | haliava, 1s tha problam
and the key at the heart of
foctwear,

My balief is that what ratailers are
Iooking for when they say they
need different and innovative
product is preduet with soul. Soul
15 the Missing ingradiant, that
elusive something that
differentiates a geod preduct
from & graat product.

We must remermber that
fashion, end foolwesar s part of
tashion as well as baing
practical, is a means for people
1o express themselves and
although as human heings we
want to conform to the norm,
wee wanl b go i our own way
A shoamakar imparts part of
hirnfherself in the making of the
product. Every shoe which isn't
mass produced is made by
craftsmen and wormen who
have a passion for creabion, and
It 12 this indwvidualivy which is
lacking in our products today
and is whet consumers are
searching tor.

| see my role as advooate for
tootwaar, be it as 2
manufacturer, wholesaler,
retailer or other, 1 will naver stop
marvaling at tha waorks of art
surrounding us and look forward
lu SBing IMmany more.

Sourci

A MNUMBER of free saminars
presented by local and
internaticnal industry
profezsionalz will be hald at the
Australian International Sourcing
Fair (AISF) Lo ke heldin
conunchon with the China
Clothing and Textiles Expa 2010
later this month.

Sarah Gala, from Fashionista
Business Consultancy Group,
and Bob Moore of Agility
Lagistics will covar themaes such
as “Trends"” and "How o create
@ belanced product range " and

" Skilful impaorting and logistics™
Both the AISF and China
Clothing & Textiles Expo 2010
will be held at the Meloourne
Exhibition Cantre from
Mavember 17-18.

on show

SEVERAL suppliors of jute, a
natural fibire grown in India, will
he exhihiting at Brand India 2010
at the Sydney Convention and
Exhibition Centre from
Newembar 22-23

The National Jute Board will be
represented at the expo, with
axhibitors affering a myriad of
jute products and supply 1o suit
all sourcing needs.

Brand India will showease mare
than B0 of India's top fabric
manufacturers, home textile
manufacturers and apparel
manJfacturers.
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EDITORIAL

Australia keen to buy Bangladeshi goods

JIMMY CHOO

Syed Shukur Ali
From Melbourne

SHOP NOW »
The demand for Bangladeshi products, especially garments and
jute ogoods, i increasing  gradually.  But  the  Australian — — —_—
businessmen emphasise the quality of products. f¢ i‘

For the first time Bangladesh paricipated in a three-day fair-
Australian International Sourcing Fair (AISF) an Mavember 17-19 at
Melbourne Corvention Centre.

Bangladesh businessmen should tap the high-end Australian 2
market with guality products to increase its  exports, said
Bangladesh High Commissioner in Australia Lt. Gen. Masud Uddin
Chowdhury.

e e

He expressed the views after opening the Bangladesh pavilion at a three-day exhihition, at Melbourne Convention Centre on
Wadnesday.
He said that Bangladeshi producers can take advantage of the duty-free and quota-free access that Australia has offered to

Rannladrsh pennits sinee 2003
Australiah consumers and importers are showing keen interest in Bangladeshi products-—-specially in readymade garments

and jute products, high commissioner said.

Though Australia is a small market having 20 million consumers, its total import market is valued at over 190 hillion WS
dollars.

‘Bangladeshi businessmen are facing stiff competition with Indian and Chinese counterparts in the Australian market,
Masud Uddin Chowdhury said.

Though Bangladesh has got duty-free access to the Australian market, Chinese products are also given special tariff
exemption, sources said.

China and India, two hig giant in world frade, have already arabhed a lion's market in the Austrian market with their quality
products,

The high commission is explaring every possibility to increase Bangladesh's exports 1o the Australian market by motivating
importers to bhuy Bangladeshi products, claimed Chowdhury.

The volume of hilateral trade stood at Aus $557 million in 2008 fiscal vear in Australia's favour with Bangladesh's expart to
the country being worth Aus §148.

Ahout 15 reputed Bangladeshi companies paticipated in the exhibited and displayved their products.

Managing Director of Australian Exhibitions and Conferences Pty Itd Marie Kinsella farmally inaugurated the fair, while
Councilor of Future Melbourne (Economic Development and Knowledge City) Committee Chair Carl Jetter was present as
the chief guest.

In hiz speech Carl said Bangladesh will e benefited through the fair, as Bangladeshi husinessmen brought and displayed
guality products at Banaladesh pavilion.

Cin 19 Novermnber, Bangladesh held a seminar on promoting hilateral trade hetween the tiwo countries.

Deputy Director of Export Pramotion Bureaw of Banaladesh (Pavilion Director) Md Quamrul 1slam Chowdhury presented the
keynote paper. Leather, garments including knitwear, jute products, handicratts, etc. were the major itemns displayed in the
fair.

Atotal of eight countries including host country took part in the exhibition.

Archive:

SPORTS HOTES TRADE HOTES

= pustralia keen to huy Bangladeshi goods

¢ W-ray scanners at airports dangeraus

= The economics of State: exampling Bangladesh
= Indian PM under pressure over $40b scam

= Wby miarrying a royal?

= Wil Germany now take centre stage?

= Fatid Gazi passes away
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Melbourne trade show

Dhaka gets $1m export order

Syed Shulmr Ali back from Melbourne

Bangladesh has got spot order for n2arly one milion US dollars at the
Just concluded Australian Intemational Sourcing Fair (AISF) held at G et yo u r
Melbourne Convention Centre from November 17-18.

A total of 18 Bangladeshi companies participated in the show and
displayed their goods.

Though Bangladeshi exporters got spot order valued at 0.96 million Fig
US dallars at the fair, they believe that Dhaka has the capacity to 5 rﬂi!
raise its export market by another US3S 5.02 milion within a short Blobion
period. —_—
But Bangladeshi exporters have to ensure quality. maintain timely
shipment and offer inngvative producis to the Australian market said L b |
Councilor of Future Melbourne (Economic Development and e 90';9 !
Knowledge City) Committee Chair Carl Jetter.
Jute goods manufacturers got spot order at US$ 0.12 million, and see another prospective market of USE 0.20 million.

It is learnt demand for jute products is on rise as environmental consciousness about the product has increased in Australia is
good, said & Bangladeshi businessman engaged in the jute sector

Bangladesh had no business lounge at the pavilion that could promote the business, alleged a participant.

"Bangladesh government hasn't established any trade promotion centre under Bangladesh High Commission in Canberra.”
Sattar mentionad.

It is to be mentioned here India. Indonesia and China had set up a business lounge for promoting their products with Australian
buyers.

Australian businessmen showed their interest fo import jute and garments products from Bangladesh, said a participant in the
fair.

Australian importers, however. stressed quality products from Bangladeshi exporters, said Abdus Sattar, a participant in the fair
while talking to The Mews Today.

Surajit. 3 Bangladeshi. now setled in Sydney suggested that Bangladesh should set up trads prometion centre with a view fo
reducing frade gap Australia.

India and China are major exporers in the Australian market as these two gianis have their diversified export baskets,
mentioned Surajit.

‘Organiser of the fair, Marie Kinsella. Managing Director of Australian Exhibitions and Conferences Pty Lid, inaugurated the fair,
while Bangladesh High Commissioner in Canberra Lt. Gen. Masud Uddin Chowdhury was present.

Masud Uddin Chowdhury also addrassed a seminar and highlighted Bangladeshi products befors forsign buyers.

He brisfed Australian buyers about the Bangladeshi products.

Popular  SPORTS NOTES ~ TRADE NOTES

Dhaka gets $1m export order

PM goes to Japan today
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